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THANKS BE TO GOD  

FOR HIS WORK WITHIN WELS! 
By Pastor Lucas Proeber 

On June 6 and 7, the Western Wisconsin District (of which we are a 

part) held its biennial convention in Watertown, WI. We were asked to 

share many of the things we heard and learned at this convention so 

that you would know what is happening throughout our district and 

across the globe. 

While things like synod-wide 

called worker vacancies continue to 

weigh heavily on our hearts (140 in 

teaching positions; 136 in preaching 

positions), there is so much to be 

thankful for! Projections for graduating classes in the near future from 

both Martin Luther College and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary will cer-

tainly bring relief to a number of schools and congregations. Both 

campuses are looking to expand or update their facilities in the near 

future, as well. 

New missions have been established within our district. The big-

gest highlight is in Burlington, IA, where the nearest WELS church had 

previously been 90 miles away. Other new missions are sprinkled 

around the western part of WI and IL. Yes, many still need to hear the 

gospel, even along our familiar highways. By God’s grace, many more 

will get to hear that gospel because of these new churches. 

Across the world, more than 300,000 souls in 44 different countries 

are members of church bodies who claim fellowship with WELS. 

Eighteen more countries are in preliminary discussions to learn more 

about Jesus with the hope of establishing fellowship with the WELS 

someday. Add to that the 32,000 people hearing the gospel through 

TELL ministries (essentially online multilanguage Bible Information 

Class), and we see God’s promise coming to life in so many ways: “My 

word…will not return to me empty” (Isaiah 55:11). 

Continued on page 2 
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ed or disengaged from their church. Your pastors 

and leaders will be thinking about and discussing 

these papers in the near future. If you would like a 

copy of any of these papers, please contact one of 

the pastors. 

Northwestern Publishing House is also doing a lot 

of fantastic work. Yes, they are continuing to publi-

cize and share new products that are part of the new 

hymnal; but plans are already being carried out to 

share more exciting devotional materials for all ag-

es and all walks of life. Of particular interest might 

be the new book “God Loves Nobodies” by Pastor 

Matthew Doebler, who previously served here at St. 

Paul’s. 

There is so much more that could be shared, all 

of which gives us so many reasons to rejoice—not in 

the power of our plans or the effectiveness of our 

efforts—but in the grace of our God. He will contin-

ue to guide St. Paul’s, the Western Wisconsin Dis-

trict, and the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

with his Word until he brings all his saints into glory 

everlasting. † 

One church body that has been especially 

blessed is the Lutheran church in Ukraine. They 

have received more than $1.2 million in support 

from our synod; to God be the glory! Continuing 

down the financial side of things, the synod’s Con-

gregational Mission Offerings (CMO) are robust. 

CMOs are the portion of each congregation’s offer-

ings that gets set aside and sent to WELS to fund 

things like world and home missions and ministerial 

education. Projections show that they will, God will-

ing, continue to increase and meet the needs of the 

synod. So, from WELS’ President Mark Schroeder 

himself, thank you for all your gracious gifts given in 

Jesus’ name! 

Three papers were given to highlight how pas-

tors, teachers, staff ministers, and lay leaders might 

best care for their congregations coming out of the 

pandemic. The three “prongs of approach” were   

1) worship, 2) soul care, and 3) Christian education. 

All three provided helpful insights for how to move 

forward with God’s Word and sacraments, especial-

ly at a time when people have become disconnect-

On a Wednesday, John Melso was made aware, 

by Pastor Wolfram of Divine Word in Plover, that a 

member of their church recently graduated from 

UWSP with a teaching degree. Miss Janessa Werre 

is hoping to teach grades 1-2 in a Lutheran setting. 

We checked with District President Jensen to see if 

she would be eligible for us to extend a call. He said 

that she is and will likely receive another call also. 

We called a special Council/Board of Education 

meeting to discuss the issue. At that meeting we de-

cided to recommend issuing a one-year provisional 

call. In this situation, we extend a provisional call 

since she would need to get synod certification. 

We changed the call meeting, already sched-

uled for June 12, to a special voters’ meeting be-

cause this call would change the ministry plan al-

ready approved. At this meeting, we extended a 

one-year provisional call for a 1-2 grade teacher to 

THE LORD CERTAINLY WORKS IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS 

Miss Jenessa Werre, which also included any addi-

tional expense to the Ministry Plan (around 

$50,000). We also extended a one-year provisional  

call for Mrs. Kellie Jensen to teach 3K. This is to 

change her from an hourly teacher to a called work-

er. This action was included in the Ministry Plan. 

Plus we extended a one-year call to Staff Minister 

Randy Pahl. This is a continuation of his current call. 

This action was also included in the Ministry Plan. 

Please find the time to contact Jenessa Werre 

and let her know about our congregation and 

school, our community, and what a blessing she 

would be to our called staff.  Her information is: ad-

dress ~ 14841 County Highway MM, Viola, WI 54664 

and phone ~  608-606-4176. 

We pray that peaceful decisions will be 

reached. ~ Kent Schroeder, President † 

THANKS BE TO GOD FOR HIS WORK WITHIN WELS! 
Continued from page 1 
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Don’t underestimate  

your child  

Don’t give them a task that is 

not age appropriate, but do chal-

lenge them with a task that will 

take effort and skill.  It takes confi-

dence to try something new.  En-

courage that confidence by help-

ing them achieve their goal rather 

than finishing it for them.  Remem-

ber to be a coach rather than 

simply taking over. 

Start chores  

at a young age  

It’s much easier to introduce a 

good habit with a preschooler 

than break a bad habit in a 

preteen or teen.  Chores will take 

longer to accomplish than if you 

do them yourself, but when chil-

dren are given chores as a re-

sponsibility, it trains them to be 

responsible adults.  Model hard 

work by doing your own chores as 

your child does theirs.  

TEACHING HARD WORK AND DETERMINATION TO CHILDREN 
By Principal John Melso 

If you want to go quickly, go alone.  If you want to go far, go together 
-an African proverb of unknown origin 

 I’m not going to spend time 

explaining the proverb.  You get 

it, so let’s go ahead and apply the 

proverb to raising children.  I 

think all parents want their chil-

dren to be responsible, hardwork-

ing children and eventually re-

sponsible, hardworking adults.  

What follows are some sugges-

tions to help parents raise chil-

dren to “go far”.  

Model hard work  

There is no better way to mod-

el hard work than to have your 

child work alongside of you.  Be 

sure to praise the effort more than 

the accomplishment.  Show appre-

ciation for their hard work.  When 

they accomplish a task, be sure to 

praise them.  Children thrive on 

positive reinforcement.  Make 

sure the praise is specific.  Exam-

ple:  “I’m proud of you for not giv-

ing up when [the task] took so 

long to complete” or “I like the 

way you swept the crumbs out of 

the corners of the kitchen.”  

Let them fail   

Nobody likes to see their child 

fail, but it can be an important 

learning experience.  They need 

to know it is OK to fail as long as 

they learn from their mistakes.  

Failure is an opportunity to show 

that your love is not contingent on 

success.  All of us fail at things in 

life.  If we teach children to handle 

failure in the proper way, we give 

them tools for handling the fail-

ures they will experience in the 

future.   

My father passed away at a 

fairly young age.  Many of the best 

memories of my father are the 

times we worked side by side to 

accomplish difficult tasks.  I cher-

ish those times we spent together.  

I know the tasks did not go quick-

ly, but they made all the differ-

ence in helping me go far.  May 

God bless all your efforts in rais-

ing your children to be God-

fearing, responsible adults. † 

 

Preschool (3K & 4K) Teacher’s Aide Position Available 
Where: St. Paul’s Lutheran School 

When:  2022-2023 School Year 
Start date August 24th 

Hours:   We are looking for full and/or part-time workers. 
For more information:  Please contact either Carole Melso  

or Kellie Jensen at littlelambs@stpaulswr.org  or 715-421-3634 ext. 1119    

mailto:littlelambs@stpaulswr.org
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The point? Be there. We do 

things for one another just by 

being there. In a digital age, we 

need relief now and then from 

the habits of hyper-connectivity. 

We seek a Sabbath from those 

unfeeling ones and zeros. We 

gather in one place to offer one 

another the gift of our physical 

presence and our touch, espe-

cially at our family meal at the 

Lord's table. I have come to be-

lieve that the church has a stew-

ardship of the things that cannot 

happen remotely, even as the 

God of all there is became "God 

with skin on." 

He was not at all content to 

love us from a distance. He 

showed up. 

Nathaniel once dismissed 

Jesus with his infamous 

"Nazareth? What good can come 

from there?" Someone has noted 

how this captures the posture too 

many take toward the church—

"What good can possibly come 

from there?" 

It is a sad irony. Everything 

people are most hungry and dy-

ing for in a cold, fractured, su-

SERVING ONE ANOTHER  
an excerpt from Our Worth to Him 

Over the past months I’ve been supplementing my devotional life with the book Our 

Worth To Him: Devotions for Christian Worship. Perhaps you are too! The book was re-

leased as part of the new hymnal suite and was written by Dr. Mark Paustian, professor of 

English and Hebrew at Martin Luther College. I have greatly appreciated the devotions 

which give a fuller understanding of why we worship the way we do, on top of giving the 

good news of Christ crucified. (If you’re interested in purchasing the book, search “Our 

Worth To Him” at www.nph.net or follow this QR code.) 

Included below is a devotion from the book. I chose to share this particular devotion because it fits so well with 

the work we as a congregation have been doing for each other—encouraging everyone to worship regularly so as 

to be in contact with the Word and sacraments together as a family of believers. I pray that it fills you with the joy 

and fulfillment only Jesus can bring and draws us all closer to one another. Enjoy! — Pastor Plagenz 

I might have mistaken the man 

in the pew ahead of me for an old 

grouch. He might have left no im-

pression at all until I caught him 

wiping away a tear. A line from an 

old German hymn did that to him: 

"When I appear before your 

throne, your righteousness shall 

be my crown; with these I need 

not hide me." (CW 884) 

   He does not know what he 

does for me, that man and his 

trembling lips. There's a story 

there. I don't know the particulars, 

but I get him. It's my story too. 

"And there, in garments richly 

wrought, as your own bride I shall 

be brought, to stand in joy beside 

you." (CW 884) 

The girl behind me doesn't 

know what she does for me as she 

sings these lines like a woman in 

love. We harmonize. She is the 

alto to my tenor though we've nev-

er met. 

I worship in a charming col-

lege town, and I get to see all 

these bright young people filing 

forward so expectantly to the 

Lord's Table. Jesus himself is see-

ing to it. These students of mine 

have no idea what they do for me, 

proclaiming his death one by one 

by one in that moving repetition 

and solemn parade, with a shared 

peace lurking within. 

We listen in on one another in 

our speaking the most intimate 

and personal things. "I believe in 

the forgiveness of sins." We carry 

one another through. And though 

we sometimes glance at our 

watches—we are not proud of it—

we do yet have the grace to mean 

what we say and sing. 

Now and then, just look 

around. This is the body of Christ. 

This is us. 

Some say, "The church is full 

of hypocrites," and as uncharita-

ble as the charge is, it is true in its 

own way. But here is the view 

from inside. There is a quality in 

these people—their tears and 

smiles and holding on tight—that 

does not come from them. They 

are not of this world. Given the 

stark realities of sin and sinner, I 

am in awe. Lord, what you can do 

with a little bit of water, with only 

a few words. 
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Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,  
not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another— 

and all the more as you see the Day approaching. — Hebrews 10:24,25 

perficial world—true belonging, 

the freedom that comes with ac-

ceptance, an untouchable identi-

ty— are all found in our sanctuar-

ies as the community of the bro-

ken lumber in. 

But here's the rub. That 

"everything" comes wrapped in a 

scandal. Christ crucified for the 

world is the very "foolishness of 

God" and the only solution to you 

and to me. Something had to be 

done about us. The death of Jesus 

was the only possible answer for 

the sin that set God so infinitely far 

beyond our grasp and for the self-

ish pride and self-obsessed fears 

that wall us off from one another. 

Left to ourselves, our ego al-

ways gets in the way. Now Jesus 

lives that we may die to all such 

things. He is ever drawing us into 

himself and into the love that real-

ly is love. Without him we are 

alone. 

This is a study in why I need 

my sister and brother. It is no 

small thing when you gather with 

me in the worship of Jesus and in 

the light of what he has done. You 

tell me that I am not crazy to hope 

in such things nor am I alone. You 

share the great obsession. We 

keep one another's company un-

der the big fact that is our recon-

ciliation with God. You tell me the 

great I AM has got a hold of you 

too. 

In that moment, every human 

difference between us recedes. 

The one vital thing between us is 

Jesus, what he has done for you 

and what he has done for me. We 

know who we are. We are his. 

Some cannot see what is really 

going on amidst all this Sunday 

fidgeting, behind the scattered 

yawns, or beneath the straighten-

ing of hair. But look around you. 

Listen well. There is something 

else poking through the bland 

surface of things. 

In the mute testimony of an old 

man's tears, in a young girl's song, 

and even in our own pale wor-

ship—thin stuff though it is—we 

may yet sense the sweet promise 

of the glory to be revealed. 

At last and forever, fully and 

utterly, we will be us. 

God is here! As we your peo-

ple meet to offer praise and pray-

er, may we find in fuller measure 

what it is in Christ we share. (CW 

858:1) 

TO THINK ABOUT 

Why is it unsafe to judge the 

spiritual life of a congregation by 

what we observe in church? How 

do we cultivate a more generous 

point of view toward the ordinary 

people we meet there? 

PRAYER 

Beautiful Savior, your compas-

sion is not evaluative. It does not 

hold itself back from the incon-

venient or unpleasant. We have it 

just for being yours. Teach us to 

love—not some ideal church fami-

ly we imagine, but the one in 

which we find ourselves, just as it 

is. Give us ready grace for one 

another as we grow up into you. In 

your name we pray. Amen. † 
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They say that the older you get the faster time 

goes.  Well, if that’s the case I don’t even want to 

begin to figure out my age in teacher/staff minister 

years! As I pondered writing an article for the July 

newsletter, I was reminded of the fact that in a little 

over one month we will be having the first activity 

for the 2022-23 school year!  But before we look too 

far ahead, let’s take the opportunity to look back at 

some of those end of year activities which seem to 

have taken place just days ago … 

On Monday, May 23rd, grades K-6 participated 

in a field day with a variety of athletic competitions 

that were run by grades 7-8 and the staff.  This 

morning of contests concluded with the upper grade 

students joining in on a relay race involving spoons 

and ping pong balls as they bounced their way to 

the finish line!  The day wrapped up with a musical 

treat as Mrs. Perry’s band students provided the au-

dience with a stirring performance. 

On Wednesday evening May 25th, our 3K-4K 

students presented their Spring Program which fea-

tured song and dance routines. They also listed a 

few of their favorite things about school this year 

and what they hope to be when they grow up!  

Friday, May 27th saw grades 7-8 make a trip 

down to Baraboo and a visit of the Circus World  

Museum.  The day concluded in the Dells with an      

always enjoyable round of mini-golf. 

Next, it was a night of entertainment on Wednes-

day June 1st.  Things got underway with Kindergar-

ten-4th grade presenting the musical Kid’s Praise, 

followed by students in grades 5-8 starring in the 

play Hello, Shakespeare.  

The 2nd of June featured a piano recital, the 

signing of yearbooks, 4K and 8th grade graduations, 

and the closing service for our school year.  We 

thanked God for the opportunity to sit in our class-

rooms on a daily basis and learn more of Him and 

His Word. 

Lastly, track and band awards as well as the 

school picnic closed out the school year on a beauti-

ful Friday, June 3rd! 

With all of that said and done, one last event oc-

curred on Sunday, June 12th, as our congregation 

held a special voter’s meeting to extend several 

calls.  First, two provisional calls were issued; one to 

Mrs. Kellie Jensen for 3K and the other to Ms. 

Jenessa Werre to teach grades 1-2.  And, secondly, 

the renewal of the one-year call asking me to again 

serve St. Paul’s as the part-time Staff Minister.  May 

the good Lord bless the deliberations of His called 

workers and keep us all in His loving care.  Until 

next time – have a most blessed, restful summer! † 

HEADING TOWARD THE HALFWAY POINT OF SUMMER! 
 By Staff Minister Randy Pahl  

As we have brought back our Mon-

day evening worship services, we've 

noticed that a few things are different, 

the biggest of which being that fewer 

people are making regular use of this 

worship opportunity (we're averaging 

in the single digits so far). We assume 

that this is due to some people moving 

their regular attendance to Sunday 

mornings, along with others worshiping 

digitally more often. While we will con-

tinue to offer regular Monday services 

until Labor Day (at least), discussions 

are being had about how we can best 

 

 

 

 

Friday Family Fun 

July 8 | 5:30 PM 

PIZZA, GAMES, OPEN GYM 

SUMMER (MONDAY) NIGHTS 

serve those who cannot regularly make 

it to worship at 8:00 and 10:30 on Sun-

days. As those discussions start to lead 

us in a more specific direction, we will 

keep you posted on what to expect af-

ter Labor Day. For now, if you are out of 

town or can't make it to worship on a 

Sunday for some reason, please consid-

er using the Monday night in-person 

option at 6:30. We can guarantee that 

you will be better served in-person 

than by watching a recording at home. 

Please direct any comments or ques-

tions to either pastor. † 
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Current  

 In memory of Doris Rehman’s birthday given    
by David & Robin Koeshall 

 In memory of Sandy Johnson given by Kathy   
Moran 

Organ Fund 

 In memory of Sandy Johnson given by Gary        
& Linda Jones 

SPECIAL GIFTS  

& MEMORIALS  
Through June 12, 2022 

CATECHISM  

CORNER 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Matthew 5:45 He makes his sun rise on the 

evil and on the good, and sends his rain on the 

just and unjust. 

If God gives daily bread to all creatures, why 

does he teach us to pray this petition?  

Deuteronomy 8:17, 18 Beware lest you say in 

your heart, “My power and the might of my 

hand have gotten me this wealth.” You shall 

remember the LORD your God, for it is he who 

gives you power to get wealth, that he may con-

firm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, 

as it is this day. 

Philippians 4:6  Do not be anxious about any-

thing, but in everything by prayer and suppli-

cation with thanksgiving let you requests be 

made known to God. 

Through this petition, God reminds us that eve-

rything we receive for our physical well-being 

comes from him. Therefore, we receive these 

blessings with grateful hearts and bring all our 

needs to him in prayer. 

- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH 

GREETINGS FROM THE  

ENDOWMENT FUND  

COMMITTEE  

As a refresher, this committee was established to 

care for a specific fund called the Endowment Fund. 

This fund provides an option for giving to St. Paul’s. 

Gifts are invested, and the growth, or return, on these 

investments is used to support various ministries or 

projects at St. Paul’s.  

A few of the items that have been funded over the 

years were a new Smart Board for a school classroom, 

fresh woodchips for the school playground, sealing of 

the church parking lot, a new floor scrubber, and fund-

ing for Stephen Ministries. Also, it should be noted that 

the Wally Johnson Estate contributed a gift of $10,000 

to the Endowment Fund in 2016. The growth from this 

particular gift has been used on a yearly basis to help 

fund school tuition assistance. 

Our committee consists of six members: Stan Su-

kow - President, Ross Provost – Secretary/Treasurer, 

Marla Mueller, Randy Pahl, Robin Koeshall, and Ken 

Kracht. We usually meet 3 to 4 times a year. During 

these meetings, we examine where the original gifts to 

the fund are invested and if any changes should be 

made. The gifts are currently invested in a WELS      

Investment Fund. Additionally, at our meetings, we 

consider possibilities and requests for distribution to 

support the Lord’s work at St. Paul’s.   

Finally, if, after prayerful consideration, God leads 

you to give to this fund, please speak with one of the 

committee members. We look forward to serving you 

and doing the Lord’s work, in order that His Kingdom 

may be furthered through each and every one of us. † 

 

Baptisms 
Za’Kari Vaughn Anderson 

Oscar David Weber  
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

June 26 ~ Church in the Park at 10:30AM 

June 28-July 1 ~ Youth Rally in Tennessee 

July 8 ~ Friday Family Fun 

July 21 ~ St. Paul’s at the Farmers Market 

July 25-28 ~ Vacation Bible School 


